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Now the difference of the dis- 
tances of the son on these two days 
is not very great, in coraputrison of 
tbe whole distance Trom the sun; and 
hence, though I ^le earth is nearer to 
the sun in winter than in summer, its 
heat is to us the greatest in the latter 
season. You may, any niuriiing at 
brenkfast (nake liiis clear to your 
imagination, whilst you are holding 
a piece of bread to ioa>t by tbe 
fire. If it is held upright before the 
fire, it will soonest be toasted ; and, 
a* yon incline towards you, tbe 
part nearest to the fire will be 
burnt, when that neartst to you is 
scarcely heated. According to the 
degrees of inclination the etiects will 
be different, and these degrees of 
inclination may show you the effects 
of the rays of the sun on diflierent 
regions of the earth. 

When the toast is held ujjright, 
ihe heat of the fire strikes it in tbe 
strongest manner: and so does tbe 
heat of the sun strike those parts of 
the earth, where it is directly over 
tbe heads of the inhabitants. When 
the toast is inclined, then it receives 
the beat of the iire in the same 
manner as the other regions of the 
earth do the heat of tbe sun at 
noon. In suiiiiiier time the earth is 
farthest from the sun; but the in- 
clination of the rays of the sun on 
our country, is represented by the 
action of the fire on toast, held near- 
ly in an upright state. In winter 
the earth is nearer ; but then tbe 
rays of the sun strike our country, 
as the fire does the toast, when it is 
Ireld in aposluievery much inclin- 
ed. They wh.> live ni the southern 
part of the carih, have, during our 
winter, the sun nearer ibtm, and 
also its lays striking ihem more for- 
cibly ; and' ui summer ihcy are nut 

•un at the appointed time it obliged to 
nibmit to the superior' doniinion of the 
B^ht. 



only farther removed from the sun. 
but also his rays strike ihem in a less 
forcible manner. Hence their sum- 
mer ought to be hotter, and their 
winter colder, than onrs; but mo 
many other causes interfere in the 
production of heat and cold, that 
this difference affecting the power 
of the sun's rays is of little conse- 
quence. 
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RAMBLE or AN INQUISITIVE TRAVEL- 
LbB. 

(Continued from Vol. XII. page ^5.) 

li npHE utmost harmony now pre- 
vailed, and the serjeaiu hav- 
ing ordered in a bow] of punch, we 
drank his majesty's health again, 
and again ; the glass passing briskly 
I assure vou. This good cheer seem- 
ed to cement our jovial friendship, 
and the serjeaut soon became very 
talkative, and recounted many he- 
roic exploits of his younger years ; 
he was so very aiiable a.s to permit 
me to wear his cap, which I esteem- 
ed a very great mark of condescen- 
sion. My father shared fully in tbe 
passing mirth, and sung, or rather 
vocilerated, several songs in praise 
of flowing bowls, full bumpers, 
xparklin^ glasses, and generous 
wine. Indeed your humble servant 
was tickled with his good fbrtuDe ; 
my whole frame was, as it were, tu. 
ned lo joy. I laughed often, talked 
much and incoherenliy. and at length 
overpoweied by whiskey and jol- 
bty^ sunk to rest w here I was sit- 
ting. 

" On awakening next morning, I 
was so ill that I could scarcely move ; 
and I bad began to think some of 
tbe late events rather a dream than 
a reality, just as the aier}eaot epter> 
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ed the room, I inquired of bira for 
my father, but he iafurmud cue in 
a surly tone, that be had left the 
house soon after I teli asleep. He 
the,n muttered some wonis abuut ex- 
tortion, and conscience, aud «-aded 
with a great profusion of oaths, all 
of that kind which may be called 
minced, or abbreviated, yet deliver- 
ed wiih such excellent emphasis 
that they really lost little of their 
due strengll) ; after thus exprcssiiiir 
his rage, lie appeared more compos- 
ed, and dretv utar to the t)"d where 
I was siill lying, aiid sitting do»vn, 
began thus : 

' You witnessed last night my 
generous treatment of your father, 
and after you were put to bed, i 
also gave bim a guinea : this hoiiuur- 
able usage was however lo^t on ban, 
he insisted to have two guineas, 
though the old rascal knew 1 could 
only pass you for the drum, being 
too low for the ranks. However my 
brave lad, I perceive you to be pos- 
sessed of true military spirit, you 
disdained to higgle about bounty 
money, and yuu shall be preferred 
when you join our regiment ; yuu 
shall at least be a serjeani, that's 
certain.' Overpowered by pure 
gratitude, I could scarcely return 
him due thanks fur his kind oUer. 
He retired, and I arose to breakfast, 
which he had ordered, and as no- 
thing material occurred fur some 
days, I shall like the learned school- 
master, ' skip and go on ;' it is liow- 
ever proper to notice, that 1 saw no 
more of my father, and that my Ser- 
jeant was one of those honourable 
gentlemen called crimps. 

" One evening as I sat in the 
small ronm in which I was usually 
kept, the Serjeant entered in a gieat 
flutter, followed by a briak young 
officer, whose splendid appearance 
filled me with awu aud admiialiou. 
This hero of lace aud feather, alter 
a salutation which was no way clog. 
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ged by formality, viewed me with 
much ciicumspeciion, and at bis de- 
sire I gave ih^ee upright jumps, 
cjapt my hands the same number of 
times above ray head, and behind 
my back, which feats betnt; to his 
satisfaction, he bade the serjeant ten 
t'liineas for uie. This oH'er vvas re- 
fus! d, and was followed up by the 
Serjeant making some renurks on 
the great scarcity of active young 
men. As 10 me he n'v\ 1 was an ex- 
cellent recruit, possessed both of 
souiuliiess and agility, and would 
soon lit any ccrps whatever. A' Ion.' 
altercation nosv took place between 
those gentlemen, wherein was urged 
with great force, as to. oaths, btjth 
my iuipoitancB and insignificance, 
hut the officer, .• Im as 1 afterwards 
learned, was juit wanting one to 
complete his quota of men, was 
foiod to submit to the other's terms, 
vUiich was eighteen guineas. I now 
followe*! my new master, without 
the least regret at leaving the Ser- 
jeant, whocu I began to see in his 
proper colours. 

" This change however was not 
much for the belter, being inimedi. 
ately put on hoard a vessel at the 
quay, in which were about twenty 
ragged lads like ij>y,elf j ilie vesset 
sailing the same night, we landed at 
a sinail searport in Scotland, afij 
reached head quarters of the rci- 
ment to which we were destined. 



without any tiling material occur- 
ring on the way. On our rouie 
several little occurrences took place 
that created strung doubts in my 
mind as lo my being a gentleman": 
these doubts were however timely 
removed by the drill Serjeant's cane. 
Two persons who had deserted 
being taken and broujiht to ilie re- 
giment, underweni such a dre.iillul 
nagcllatioii, that at the sight 1 be- 
came stupificd with horror, and 
?unk downin a state of faintisb in- 
seiisibiiiij. ^"rom this slate I uas 
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soon roused by % few heafty kicks 
administered by the drill serjeant, 
in order that I might more fully wit- 
ness this scene of more than brutal 
barbaritj-; The wretches faintefl 
several times under the lash, with- 
out causing the least cessation or 
remission in torture. 

"I have somewhere read, that we 
are a flogged, or flogging nation. I 
forget which, but in either case the 
obserration held good as to us, for 
we Were certainly a flogged regi- 
ment ; scarcely a day passed by, 
without one or niore such scenes as 
I have related, which custon) had 
rendered so familiar as to be called 
by the caH$ nanus of discipline. 
Familiar as this horrid business was, 
I >yag lucky enough to escape, but 
each day, I ihay add hour, coiiSrm- 
ed if possible, my aversion to gejt' 
tlemanism, and I began to contrive 
the speediest way to get off, but I 
was several mnntns beioie I could 
bring any plan to maturity that 
promised success, and sieyeral more 
elapsed without an opportunity for 
its execution. Iti the mean lime my 
gun burst when Bring during a field 
day, and lacerated my left band ill 
3 dreadful manner. As the surprise 
and agony of this shock subsided, I 
really viewed it as a sure presage of 
good fortune, especially as the 
plan I had laid to get nfl^ might 
have been attended with still worse 
consequences. For iboogh the ten- 
dons of my hand were somewhat 
torn, and hence stifl', I had reason 
to believe 1 would recover its nse^ 
being able to move my fingers full 
as well as could be expected. This 
however whs a secret that I deter- 
niiiied to keep at that time, and at 
each dressing when ordered by the 
surgeon to move my fingers, I in- 
flexibly persisted iu my inability ; 
and in short, played my par., so 
well, thai in a lew months 1 was or- 
Jtred to be discharged, and lor ever 



bade adieu to being a gentleman ; 
I even yet retain rather an antip- 
athy to the very name. 

" The joy of release threw mp in- 
fo a kind of delicious deliriousness, 
from which I did not recover till I 
had nearly squandered the small sunj 
of money ihat I received with my 
discharge to cany ine home— though 
God knows I had no place deserving 
of that endear[ng name. With the 
pittance remaining, I deleimint-d 
to make the best, and being unable 
to work, and inclined to ramble, I 
bought this very basket, in which I 
put my small stock, and havia" 
fully » the world before me,' com- 
menced travelling chapman. 

" At setting out, a favourite pro- 
verb of my aunt's came in my miiid> 
namely, « a light profit niakes a 
heavy purse/ and to it I determineij 
to adhere, and to ask as low a price 
as possible for feach article, and jiot 
to take le^ than asked ; from which 
system I anticipated sure gains, 
speedy sales, ready money, and of 
course, a heavy purse. This mode, 
howeyer good it might be in my 
aunt's theory, like many other 
theories, lost much of its value in 
practice, and bad nearly prtived 
fatal to ray little stock. The people 
had been accustomed time imme- 
morial to bear persons in my line 
ask high prices for their goods, and 
to roundly assert their excellent 
quality ; therefore when I simply 
asked the least price I couid take, 
the articles were often rejected as be- 
ing bad, from the very low value at 
wbicb ! ofiered them. The far greater 
pari^ however, when I refused to 
come still lower than I asked, treat- 
ed me much worse; many declared, 
olttn with dreadful oaths, that tt>ey 
would as soon melt their money in 
the fire, or throw it into the »ea', as 
buy one pin's worth from stjch a 
greedy stingy grub. Some declared 
that iliey never met with such a 
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taker-in; others ciUed me a miner, 
Jew, gvfad<ller, or any term of scora 
and contempt ihey couU devi»e ut 
ttist inoineat, and the <:(»ns^qiier)ce 
was, that I snuietiines travelled 
whole d'ftys without selling to the 
talue of sixpence^ 

" Trred of proverbs, and formal 
honeHy, I have ev^r liitce followed 
the practice of all persoiM of mj 
profession, aikiiig large prices, and 
takiBt; them to» when I can get 
them, and ibus 1 leal a merry raoib- 
iing life ; my chief Aludy the wliiots 
aod cajiriues of ibe pablic. Yoa 
Sinile, perhaps, at my slender oieans 
of griiiifying the fantasies of n>aa- 
kia<i ; i own it appears rather a 
riddle; however it is easily unravel' 
led ; ob«;rve those speciweos. This 
picture, from the Sugar- Island prtisf 
which now bears tiie aaioe of the 
' Prince Regent,' onc« bore that of 
' Frederic ut Prussia,' and ii.*cl long 
a good sale, even after the natarat 
deathof that hero. The nameac length 
gave place to that of ' James £iiri 
uf Cbarleniont, General of the Irish 
Volunteers }' it was then prized 
more than ever ; the sooty walls of 
each cottage uiight be said to shine 
niih him, and celefarcttcrf ' Free 
Trade Paiidy.' Uoder its present 
name of ' Prince. Megetu,' it for 
flame time sold well, but the peo|>le 
iiow seeing the difference between 
' (.ieorg:e Prince ot' VVaies^' and the 
' Prince Uei(tnt,' have (o»t all reiisb 
i >r the picture/ uhich now is only 
boBght tor itie ^le iigure of the 
huise on which he ix uiwtiiited. Ti^is 
hero vras oDce caiied ' !:>ir Wiliiani 
Howe,* but then sold very poorly 5 
howev«r on 'teceiviug its ^re»ent 
iiaiue,' ' Buoaparte,' it inude ample 
aiMends for its , iurmer ainwness of 
sale, for tuwardti htnr the pvblie 
have shown a constancy very dif- 
ferent troni that to the Hegent. 
(•eueral. Consul, or Lmperur, have 
bein ail alike ) there has bcea no 



decrease worth notice in sale, bow- 
ever ditferent the actions uf the per- 
son it pretends to represent ; and 
he stitl continues to be the chief 
ornament of the country houses. 
The annexed intpertect sketcit 
of his life, is often the basis of po- 
litical conversatiuu." 

After sooie remarks oo similar 
subjects, but much less worthy of 
notice than the tbregoing, uy iiar» 
rator concluded; and after satisfying 
the landlord, we shook hands and de- 
parted. Iieaviag B^Uyearryi I pass- 
ed its antient church, uow a ruin; 
it presents nothing lemaikable. 
("to be coatinued.J 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

S?£GCli DiaiTSnED hY WILLIAM B. 
NEItSOfl,' AS PKBSIUENT ot TUB 
BELFAST HISTORIC SOCIETY, AT THB 
CLOSS or THE SESSION, EMOtNU 
JUNE l8i3....PK£S£Nr, NINKTGEIi 
MEMBEtfi, POarY ONE STKANC&ns. 

Gbrtlemen, 
'I'^Hli laws of the Society direct 
that eatcb session shail tie ciused 
by an oration froin tbc chair, ia 
which the objects of the Society 
are to be particularly detailed, aad 
a view ukeo of the progress it has 
made iu the course of ta« session, 
it is in the performance of 
that duty I now riso to address yoo< 
and aware, as I am, of my total in- 
ability to do the subject that jusiic* 
it desrervesj feeding as k do^ tttat in 
the ueces&siry requisibbs i am wore 
than (iclicienc, i .tm only eiiconr- 
a^ed to proceed by the ceroia eon. 
viction, tusit the auttieace i hava 
the tiortuur io.address, wiii attribute 
nij esrorstt) my lueicpertciice, ra« 
tht:r Utan to u»y wiil. iiowev«r, 
wanting 1 may l»e in capacity, none 
can leel more solicitous loritie welfare 
of the rMMiety, or be wuie sincerely 
dtvoced to Its iutcresta. Allow nt* 



